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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following tide is suggested: Dishwasher with lock and elastic coupling member. 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: paragraphs 8 5 13, 
33 and 72 contain spelling and/ or grammatical errors. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 12 and 19 are objected to because of the following informalities: "witch" 
should be correcdy spelled "switch". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 3, 6, 10, 11, 13, 16 and 20 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: the phrase "brought contact" is correcdy written "brought into contact". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 10-12, 14-16, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Jacobson (US Patent No. 3,133,168). 
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Jacobson discloses a dishwasher (10) having a cabinet (12), a door (20), a latch 
mechanism (locker), coupling member (62), and a switch (80). Jacobson also discloses a 
spring attached to a plate (68) and the coupling members being brought into contact with 
both sides of the locker (Fig. 4). Jacobson further describes an inclined portion of the locker 
(50) brought into contact with the coupling members (62), which the front end inclines 
slower than the rear end (See Fig. 4). Jacobson also discloses a switch with a button (82) 
(See entire document, esp. col. 2-3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 4, 5, 8, 9 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Jacobson. 

Jacobson discloses the dishwasher and locking mechanism shown above in the 102(b) 
rejection. Jacobson does not specifically disclose two pairs of fixing protrusions wherein 
both of the first and second coupling members are hooked to be coupled to the fixing 
protrusions. Jacobson does disclose a pair of fixing protrusions (Fig. 3, Item 64) which both 
of the coupling members are attached (hooked). However, one of ordinary skill in the art 
would foresee that the fixing protrusions should be present on the opposite side of the 
coupling member (side not shown) forming two pairs and there would also be guides on 
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both of these sides as well (Item 70). Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide these fixing protrusions for the 
benefit of the locking mechanism operating more smoothly. 

Claims 13 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jacobson in view of Ito (US Patent No. 6,539,753). 

Jacobson discloses the door locking mechanism above in the 102(b) and 103(a) 
rejections. Jacobson does not expressly disclose the button directly in contact with the 
locker. Ito discloses the button of the switch in direct contact with the locker (claw) (Fig. 
3,4, 7; col. 6-7). Jacobson and Ito are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, door locks for washing apparatus. At the time of the invention it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Jacobson with Ito for the benefit 
of easily detecting when the door is open. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art not referred to are Matsuno (US 6578587) and 
EUingson (US 4510777), who teach door locking mechanisms. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah E. Husband whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8387. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-4. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael E. Barr can be reached at (571) 272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 



access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). 



SEH 




MICHAEL BARR 
SUPERVI^uhv TTENT EXAMINER 



